
 the declaration of independence 239

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, without the consent 
of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of, and superior to, the civil 
power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitutions,6 and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of 
pretended legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us;
For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any murders which 

they should commit on the inhabitants of these States;
For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world;
For imposing taxes on us without our consent;
For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury;
For transporting us beyond the seas, to be tried for pretended offenses;
For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province,7

establishing there an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to 
render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute 
rule into these colonies;

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering, 
fundamentally, the forms of our governments;

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with 
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. d
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 6. subject us . . . our constitutions: Parliament had passed the Declaratory Act in 1766, stating that the king 
and Parliament could make laws for the colonies.

 7. a neighboring province: the province of Quebec, which at the time extended south to the Ohio River and 
west to the Mississippi.

arbitrary (ärPbG-trDrQC) adj. 
based on unpredictable 
decisions rather than law

d TEXT STRUCTURE

Reread lines 59–76.  What 
is the significance of the 
itemized list of examples 
in lines 62–76?
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