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Song of Myself

Walt Whitman
1
T celcbrate myself, and sing myself,
Andwhat 1 assume you shall assume,
For every atom belonging to me as good belongs 0 you. @ © FRee verst
Readnes 1 loud and
oafand invite my soul, stentotheryiom
5 Tlean and loafac my ease observing a spear of summer grass. el

ofthis techmique reflect

My tongue, every atom of my blood, formd from this soil, thisair, e relationship between

Born here of parents born here from parens the same, and their the spesker and the
parents the same, reader?

1, now thirty-seven years old in perfect health begin,

Hoping to cease not tll death.

1o Creeds and schools in sbeyance,
Retirng back a while sufficed at’ what they are, but never
forgotten,
I harbor for good or bad, 1 permit to speak at every hazard,
Nature without check with original enerey: @ © ANAWYZE ToNE
Compare te tonein
B ines -5 wih hat
A child said What i the gnss fetching it to me with full hands, o oo
15 How could I answer the child | do not know what it s any more  tane n oot pas o nes.
than he. st
1 guess it must be the flag of my disposition, out of hopeful green
Stuffworen.

Or I guess it the handkerchief of the Lord,
A scented gift and remembrancer designedly dropt”

[p—
2. remembrancer dsigedydopt 3 purposely dropped toen f fecton.
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Besring the owner’s name somevwsy in the corners thit we may sec
and remark, and say Whase?

20 O 1 gessthe gras i telf a child, the produced babe of the

O gt uniform hiceogyphic’ © © Feevense
Ard it meses, Sprouting alike i broad zones o rrow zoncs e e the repetion

infine 1621 Wrat s tre
reltionshipbetween the
repested coments?

Growing among blsck folk ss smong whitc
Kanuck, Tuckahoe, Congressman, Cuff 1 ive them the same,
receive them the same.

25 And o it secms o me the beauifl uncut b of graves.
Tenderly will use you curling gras,

It may be you tenspirefrom the breasts of young men,
It may be i1 had known ther 1 would have oved thern,

It may be you are from old people, o from offpring takensoon 8 YIANEIRE

outof thei mother b, Sk v o

50 A bere yon are the mothers . @ fiovmincmian)
P—

e ot s, ety s e Coraon ot s more.
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“This gras i vy dark to be from the white heads of old mothers,
Darker than the colorkess beads of old men,
Dark to come from under the fint red roof of mouths.

O pesceive afce all 0 many uttering tongues,
35 And I perceive they do not come from the roof of mouths for
nothing.

Twish I could ranslte the hinss abou the dead young men and
‘And the hines about old men and mothers, and the offipring taken
Soon outof their lps.

What do you think has become of the young and old men?
And wht do you think s become of the women and chidren?

0 They are live and wel somewhere,
“The smallest sprout shows ther s really no deach,
And i ever there was i e forwerd lfe, and docs not wait at the
end o arestit,
And cessd the moment lfe appesrd.

Al goes onsward and oueward, nothing collapses,
45 And 1o dicis differnt from what any one supposed, and luckier. @ @ ANALYZE TONE

[
o by
hespoid vk vops by s s, e complins oy e
P pe
[T —
ot byt v e oo o . ® s vease
e g Wt
“The o scud”of day olds back fo mes el
0 s e s o e s sy ot e
wilds,

It conses me to the vapor and the dusk.

1 departas i 1 shake my white locks a the runavay sun,
L cfuse my flesh in eddies? and drife i in acy jags.

[——
4 e et sty siing s
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Fbequeath? myslft the di o grow from the grass 1 love,
55 1fyou want me again look for me under your boor-soles. @

You will hardly know who [ am or what [ mean,
Buc I shallbe good healch o you nevertheless,
And Bl and fibe your blood.

Faiing o fech me at fes keep encouraged,
& Missing me one plce sarch another,
T stop somewhere witing fr you.

Literary Analysis

1. larfy According to the speaer,
“realy no death™?

fines 40-43, why isthere

2. Summarize Towhat does the speaker compare himselfin
sectionsa?

3. Analyze Symbols What do you think grass symbolizes in

this poem?

BRI e

0 anauze Tone
Wnstwordsand detss
docs the oet usen nes
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