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Directions:  Paraphrase the poem in your own words, then answer the questions below.
	I, Too

I, too, sing America.

I am the darker brother.
They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,
But I laugh,
And eat well,
And grow strong.

Tomorrow,
I'll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody'll dare
Say to me,
"Eat in the kitchen,"
Then.

Besides,
They'll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed--

I, too, am America. 

Langston Hughes
	Paraphrase each stanza in YOUR OWN WORDS.  What is he talking about?


1) Langston Hughes was a poet during the Harlem Renaissance, what do you think his feelings were towards how African Americans were treated at the time based on the poem?
2) Does he sound unhappy about America?  Why or why not?
3) Summarize the message of the poem.

4) Summarize the mood of the poem. 
5) Do you think America is the same today?  Or has it stayed the same in certain aspects?  Explain.
	On Being Brought from Africa to America

'Twas mercy brought me from my Pagan land,

Taught my benighted soul to understand

That there's a God, that there's a Saviour too:

Once I redemption neither sought nor knew.

Some view our sable race with scornful eye,

"Their colour is a diabolic die."

Remember, Christians, Negros, black as Cain,

May be refin'd, and join th' angelic train.

 

Phillis Wheatley
	Paraphrase each stanza in YOUR OWN WORDS.  What is she talking about?


6) Phillis Wheatley was taken from her home in Africa and brought to America at the age of 7. How do you think she felt about this experience and her new life of slavery?
7) Does she sound grateful or resentful about being brought to America? 

8) Summarize the message of the poem on the lines below.

9) Summarize the mood of the poem. 

10) How do you suppose she was treated by her slave owners?

